	
	
	



PGCE Secondary Course Outline 2025-26
This document gives an overview of the proposed PGCE Secondary course for 2025-26. Full details of specific sessions are outlined in the relevant PES / SKAP / ITAP programmes.
Key Threads
The following key threads emerge across the programme:
1. Learning as a trainee
2. Safeguarding children
3. Understanding how children learn
4. Planning and monitoring learning
5. Inclusive practice and social justice
6. Managing behaviour
7. Adaptive teaching
8. Working with others
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9. Trainee wellbeing
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ITAPs
The key threads are developed across the course, however specific threads are given more focus in particular ITAP blocks. The following ITAPs have been planned into the course.
ITAP 1 - Planning Lessons and Learning Activities – Weeks 2-4 – 5 days
· Will ensure trainees know how to plan lessons and will ask them to create and share a lesson plan
ITAP 2 – Signature Pedagogies – Weeks 4-9 – 5 days
· Will focus on one subject specific pedagogy, ask trainees to plan a lesson element, then deliver and have observed in school before sharing in SKAP.
ITAP 3 – Diagnostic Assessment – Mini ITAP – Weeks 11-14 – 2.5 days
· This mini ITAP would involve 1 day of input in SKAP; 2x half days in school for planning, delivery & some brief review. Then half a day to round off in SKAP. The focus would be planning some assessment opportunities in subject.
ITAP 4 – Developing Sequence Thinking – Weeks 18-24 – 5 days
· Similar to current SKAP 2. Will focus on developing curricular and sequence thinking and get trainees planning their own SOL and justifying their approaches during Jan-Feb ready to teach and evaluate in the Level 7 later in the year. This one I have spread out so there are more half day focuses in SKAP, leaving time to do other things as well. 
ITAP 5 – Embedding Adaptive Teaching – Mini ITAP – Weeks – 2.5 days?
· This mini ITAP would involve 1 day of input in SKAP; 2 half days in school for planning, delivery & some evaluation. Then a half day to review and draw lessons in SKAP in SKAP. The focus would be planning, experimenting with, and reviewing with some adaptive approaches for our subject. Eg. Might focus on literacy in History.
Calendar Key: 
	PES – Professional Education Studies
	SKAP – Subject Knowledge and Applied Pedagogy

	ITAP – Intensive Training And Practice
	SE – School Experience
	ESE – Extended School Experience


	
	
	




	
	
	



Calendar:
	W/c
	Wk.
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	01/09/2025
	0
	
Orientation week for international students to include:
-applying for DBS
- introduction to the English school system fundamentals
Navigating public transport
Finding your way to Leeds
Time in a secondary school 




	08/09/2025
	1
	PES

1. The power of teaching – the potential for agency this year
2. Course intro part 1 
3. Directed activities (library session) 
4. Course intro part 2 
5. Support Staff Fair / Campus Tours/Unions/Mental health and well-being. 
	PES

1. Why do we teach? Partnership team introduction
2. Professional expectations and scenarios (Workshop)
3. Directed tasks 
	Directed Tasks

· Setting up portfolio
· 1x SKAP reading
· SK Audit
· MS Forms Check

	PES

1. Safeguarding
2. How will I know I am learning as a trainee? (Workshop)
3. Harassment and Sexual Misconduct input (Tom Hurst)

	SKAP - Introduction to SKAP

1. Types of knowledge for teacher training
2. What makes a good teacher / learner?
3. Subject knowledge for teaching


	
	
	
	SKAP
4. Welcome and introductions (All Tutors)
	
	
	

	15/09/2025
	2
	ITAP 1 – PES – 1 day

	ITAP 1 – SKAP – 1 day 

	Cross phase day: Dominic Wise?
Optional Sessions
CN – Settling into teaching from a different country
AQ – Being a parent and a teacher
RR – LGBTQ+ 
CW – Being a carer as a trainee
Managing your mental health
 + 
Directed tasks (RR)
	ITAP 1 – PES – 1 day
	ITAP 1 – SKAP – 1 day

	
	
	1. What do I need to know about the brain and learning? 
2. Directed ITAP Tasks 
3. Principles of planning for learning 

	1. What should all pupils understand about my subject? 
2. How does my subject work? 
3. What are the core ideas / types of knowledge?
4. How are pupils taught in my subject? 
5. What is the curriculum in my subject and how does it related to planning and developing pupils over time?
	
	1. How do teachers know pupils are learning? (Workshop)
2. Directed ITAP Tasks 
3. How can teachers ask good questions? (Workshop)
	1. How do I plan for learning in my subject area?
2. How can subject knowledge and concepts be embedded effectively?
3. What do effective learning activities look like in my subject?
4. What does effective lesson planning look like in my subject?

	22/09/2025
	3
	PES

1. Stage 1 Placement training - process & making a good impression
2. SEND introduction – working with the code of practice
3. The observation loop

	PES

1. The concept and practice of inclusion (inc. L7 intro) (EP)
2. Directed Study (EP)
3. Preparing for good behaviour (Workshop)
	SE
	SE
	SKAP – Subject specific planning issues
(e.g. misconceptions, resources & support for teachers, engaging students)

	29/09/2025
	4
	PES

1. Managing behavioural challenges (Workshop)
2. Multilingualism
3. Having high expectations and building classroom culture (Workshop)

	PES

1. PGCert Workshop Day – Evaluating Inclusion Practices 
2. Evaluating Inclusion Scenarios (Workshop)
3. Directed Tasks
	ITAP 1 – SE - 1 day equiv.
	SE
	ITAP 1/2 – SKAP – 1 day

	
	
	
	
	Planning a lesson in school + professional discussions with teachers / exploration of existing resources etc. Equivalent of 1 day across the week
	
	Reviewing the lesson plans together + any marking or feedback

Introduce ITAP 2 in second half of day

	06/10/2025
	5
	ITAP 2 – SE – 1 day equiv.
	PES

1. Supporting SEND learners in school (external speaker)
2. Directed Study – Literacy and numeracy in your subject
3. My role in the pastoral system 
	SE
	SE
	ITAP 2 – SKAP – 1 day

	
	
	Targeted observations of the signature pedagogy
Targeted professional discussions about the signature pedagogy.
Targeted reading about the signature pedagogy. Equivalent of 1 day across the week
	
	
	
	1. Input on the effective teaching of the aspect of signature pedagogy.
2. Setting up the planning of the learning episode for school.

	13/10/2025
	6
	ITAP 2 – SE – 0.5 day equiv.
	PES

1. Adaptive teaching for all – cog sci. and adaptation 
2. What does evidence look like?
3. Managing workload and wellbeing to build resilience (Workshop)
	SE
	SE
	SKAP

1. How do we plan for progress in the medium term? 
2. How can we create and sustain a positive learning environment?

	
	
	Professional discussions about choice of learning episode. Beginning to plan the learning episode. Equivalent of 0.5 day across the week.
	
	
	
	

	20/10/2025
	7
	ITAP 2 – SE – 0.5 day equiv.
	PES

1. (Hand-in for L71 Part a) Launch for L71 Parts b and c
2. Teacher experiences of prejudice: lived experiences and recourse
3. Children’s mental health (external speaker)
	SE
	SE
	ITAP 2 – SKAP – 0.5 day

	
	
	Additional observations and planning the signature pedagogies the learning episode. Equivalent of 0.5 day across the week
	
	
	
	1. Sharing plans for signature pedagogies learning episodes. Relevant discussion and feedback / practising in session
2. How can I support individuals in my subject?

	27/10/2025
	8
	October Half Term

	03/11/2025
	9
	ITAP 2 – SE – 0.5 day equiv.
	SE
	SE
	SE
	ITAP 2 – SKAP – 0.5 day

	
	
	Delivery of signature pedagogies learning episode. 
Feedback and discussions with host teacher
Review in light of literature. Equivalent of 0.5 day across the week.
	
	
	
	1. Peer sharing and review of key learning points from ITAP inc. consideration of amendments or improvements to the signature pedagogy episode
2. PLUS: Language in the classroom

	10/11/2025
	10
	SE
	SE
	SE
	SE
	SKAP 

Subject specific issues in planning and teaching 

	17/11/2025
	11
	SE
	SE
	SE
	SE
	ITAP 3 – SKAP – 1 day

	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. Exploring the role of assessment in teaching.
2. Reflecting on school experiences of assessment.
3. Developing a diagnostic assessment toolkit.
4. Planning to implement diagnostic assessment.

	24/11/2025
	12
	ITAP 3 – SE – 1 day equiv.
	SE
	SE
	SE
	SKAP

Subject specific issues in planning and teaching

	
	
	Observations of AfL, professional experiments with diagnostic assessment ONE DAY equivalent across the fortnight.
Feedback and discussions with host teacher.
	
	
	
	

	01/12/2025
	13
	SE
	SE
	SE
	SE
	ITAP 3 – SKAP – 0.5 day

	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. Reviewing impact of diagnostic assessments. Reflection and key learning points
2. PLUS: What does progress look like in my subject and individual support to review progress and portfolio review.

	08/12/2025
	14
	SE
	SE
	SE
	SE
	SKAP

Subject specific issues in planning and teaching

	15/12/2025
	15
	


	SKAP

Subject specific issues in planning and teaching
	PES

Recruitment Day


PM: Understanding and addressing gendered norms in schools
	PES

1. Exclusion in education – Socioeconomic status inc. P8
2. Challenging racism in schools.
3. LGBTQ+ Inclusion 
	SKAP

Subject specific issues in planning and teaching

PM: Level 7 drop in and support

	22/12/2025
	16
	Christmas Holiday





	29/12/2025
	17
	

	05/01/2026
	18
	PES

1. Stage 2/3 briefing inc. refocus on resilience.
2. Behaviour Management in a new context 
3. Working with parents (Workshop)

Hand in for L7 Parts 2&3
	PES

Level 7 Planning for Progression & action research literacy
	SE
Transition
	ITAP 4 – PES – 1 day
	ITAP 4 – SKAP – 1 day

	
	
	
	SKAP
 
Stage B Issues inc. ITAP 4 booklet launch.
	
	1. Curriculum intent and progression
2. ITAP Directed Tasks 
3. Sequencing learning over time: key principles from cognitive sciences
	1. Moving from curriculum outline to medium term planning.
2. Planning & sequencing objectives linked to curriculum intent.
3. Using assessment (summative / formative) to evaluate the success of a sequence.
4. Planning appropriate learning steps for a sequence.
5. Using the sequence planning proforma.

	12/01/2026
	19
	SE
	SE
	SE
	SE
	ITAP 4 – SE – 1 day equiv.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Exploring sequence thinking in school inc. assessment. Establishing a focus for the SOL. Reading and/or research about the sequence focus.

	19/01/2026
	20
	SE
	SE
	SE
	SE
	ITAP 4 – SKAP – 1 day

	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. Sharing of sequence thinking observed in placement. 
2. Developing knowledge, skills and challenge over a sequence: examining subject specific literature and theory.
3. The role of the teachers in signposting and linking learning between elements of a sequence

	26/01/2026
	21
	SE
	SE
	SE
	SE
	ITAP 4 – SE – 1 day equiv.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Further reading and/or research about the sequence focus.
Establishing the core knowledge and concepts for the chosen sequence – complete front page of sequence proforma.
Reading and/or research about relevant pedagogies for the sequence.
Agree the individual lesson learning objectives for the sequence with mentor / host teacher.

	02/02/2026
	22
	SE
	SE
	SE
	SE
	ITAP 4 – SKAP – 0.5 day

	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. Individual drafting of sequence and final assessment with peer support. To complete before teaching.
2. PLUS: subject specific issues around planning and teaching

	09/02/2026
	23
	SE
	SE
	SE
	SE
	PES

1. Level 7 P4P Part 2
2. Level 7 Workshops (Workshop)
3. How do I know my students are making progress?

	16/02/2026
	24
	February Half Term

	23/02/2026
	25
	SE
	SE
	SE
	 SE
	SKAP

Subject specific issues in planning and teaching

	02/03/2026
	26
	SE
	SE
	SE
	SE
	SE

	09/03/2026
	27
	SE
	SE
	SE
	SE
	ITAP 5 – SKAP – 1 day

	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. What is the cycle of effective adaptive teaching? 
2. Developing a toolkit to adapt to meet the needs of my pupils. 
3. Exploring pre-emptive adaptations and ‘in-flight’ adaptations.

	16/03/2026
	28
	ITAP 5 – SE – 1 day 
	SE
	SE
	SE
	SE

	
	
	Professional experiments with adaptive teaching ONE DAY EQUIVALENT OVER THE FORTNIGHT
Feedback and discussions with host teacher
	
	
	
	

	23/03/2026
	29
	SE
	SE
	SE
	SE
	ITAP 5 – SKAP – 0.5 day

	
	
	
	
	
	
	1. Reviewing impact of adaptive teaching approaches. Reflection and key learning points
2. PLUS: Transition between Key Stages/subject specific issues in planning and teaching

	30/03/2026
	30
	SE
	SE
	SE
	SE
	

	06/04/2026
	31
	
	
	Easter Holiday
	
	

	13/04/2026
	32
	
	
	
	
	

	20/04/2026
	33
	SE
	SE
	SE
	SE
	SE

	27/04/2026
	34
	SE
	SE
	SE
	SE
	SKAP
Subject specific issues in planning and teaching

	04/05/2026
	35
	Bank Holiday
	SE 80%
	SE 80%
	SE 80%
	SE 80%

	11/05/2026
	36
	SE 80%
	SE 80%
	SE 80%
	SE 80%
	SE 80%

	18/05/2026
	37
	SE 80%
	SE 80%
	SE 80%
	SE 80%
	SE 80%

	25/05/2026
	38
	
	
	Spring Bank Holiday
	
	

	01/06/2026
	39
	SE 80%
	SE 80%
	SE 80%
	SE 80%
	SE 80%

	08/06/2026
	40
	SE 80%
	SE 80%
	SE 80%
	SE 80%
	SE 80%

	15/06/2026
	41
	SE 80%
	SE 80%
	SE 80%
	SE 80%
	SE 80%

	22/06/2026
	42
	SE 80%
	SE 80%
	SE 80%
	SE 80%
	SE 80%

	29/06/2026
	43
	SE 80%
	SE 80%
	SE 80%
	PES
1. ECT Panel 
2. Your future career
3. Preparing for ECT

	SKAP
Preparing for ECT


	06/07/2026
	44
	SKAP 

L6 Portfolio Completion +
“Mop up” tutorials
	ESE 80%
	ESE 80%
	ESE 80%
	ESE 80%

	13/07/2026
	45
	ESE 80%
	ESE 80%
	ESE 80%
	ESE 80%
	ESE 80%

	20/07/2026
	46
	ESE 80%
	School Ends
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