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Professional institute for PR recognises Leeds Trinity’s MA in Public Communication
The Chartered Institute of Public Relations (CIPR) has given a major endorsement to Leeds Trinity’s flagship postgraduate programme for public communications professionals.

By awarding full course recognition to the MA/Postgraduate Diploma in Public Communication at Leeds Trinity University College, the CIPR has acknowledged that the course is educationally rigorous and meets the best of industry standards.

The course was the first of its kind on its inception in 1996 as a unique collaboration between Leeds Trinity and the Central Office of Information. It was designed specifically for communications professionals in the public sector, to equip them with the skills and knowledge to meet the challenges posed by legislation and government policy in a changing media environment.

Dawn Chapman, Head of Professional Policy at the CIPR, said, "The CIPR awards recognition to university programmes that provide essential skills and knowledge in public relations and related specialist disciplines. 
“Once a course is recognised, the teaching staff become part of a supportive network committed to improving and developing standards in PR education by sharing knowledge, keeping their course content fresh and relevant and providing evidence each year of the roles their graduates go on to secure post-study.  

“The MA/PGDip in Public Communication at Leeds Trinity University College met all five of our criteria for a fully recognised course, and we believe that the content offers challenging study for public communicators and those interested in this career path."

Course Director Dr Fiona Thompson said, “Gaining CIPR recognition is excellent news for Leeds Trinity and for our students. The programme in Public Communication is unique in providing bespoke academic support for government communicators and having CIPR recognition gives the programme a professional ‘kitemark’. Current and future students can be confident that the course supports them both professionally and academically.”
Students on the course will be eligible for student membership of the CIPR, while those who already hold a CIPR diploma can apply for accreditation of certificated prior learning and, if approved, can then proceed directly to the MA.
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Notes to editors

Leeds Trinity University College is an independent higher education institution offering foundation, undergraduate and postgraduate degrees in a range of subjects including Business, Education, Humanities, Journalism, Media, Psychology and Sport. Formerly Leeds Trinity & All Saints, the institution attained University College status in September 2009, following the granting by the Privy Council of Taught Degree Awarding Powers.

All degrees involve a professional placement for students to extend their experience and explore their career aspirations.  With around 3000 students studying for full and part-time degrees Leeds Trinity retains a community atmosphere which provides a supportive and friendly environment to help people realise their full potential.
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