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Leeds Trinity trainee journalists on Prime Minister’s trail 
Trainee journalists from the Postgraduate Diploma in Journalism at Leeds Trinity University College were with the Prime Minister and members of the Cabinet this week when the Government came to West Yorkshire.

 

On Tuesday morning, trainees from the Broadcast and Print courses joined the press at Grattan Stadium, Bradford, as Government ministers arrived for the first coalition Cabinet meeting to be held outside London. 

 

Broadcast trainees Danie Linsell and Will Rastall and print trainee Samantha Gildea also got an exclusive interview with Work and Pensions Secretary Iain Duncan Smith, who answered questions on youth unemployment, pensions and regional development. 

 

Read the interview online at the website that accompanies the print trainees’ newspaper, North Leeds News, at www.northleedsnews.co.uk.

 

Samantha Gildea said: “It was a fantastic opportunity to be part of the press crowd covering the Cabinet meeting. We got great footage of the ministers arriving, and we were the only journalists to get an interview with Iain Duncan Smith, which was really exciting. We also picked up some useful tips from the other journalists at the stadium.”

 

Later that afternoon Danie was joined by print trainee Harriet Cawley to attend David Cameron’s first Prime Minister Direct conference, which was held at Leeds Trinity University College.

 

Mr Cameron was met at the university college by the Principal, Professor Freda Bridge.

 

The conference was organised by the Yorkshire Post who invited 100 guests from the local community to put questions to Mr Cameron. 

 

Issues that arose included the increased capital gains tax and the lack of funding for Sheffield Arena following the announcement of the demise of Yorkshire Forward. 

 

On answering a question about what the government will do to help young people into jobs, Mr Cameron praised the excellent graduate success at Leeds Trinity. 

 

Mr Cameron said: "I understand at this College there is an excellent reputation for graduate success with 93% of students going into work"

 

Harriet said: “It was an amazing experience to attend the conference with David Cameron, and meeting the Prime Minister is something I did not expect to be reporting on during the course here.”

 

Leeds Trinity was selected as the host venue with its easy access to the airport and excellent facilities.

ENDS

Notes to editors

Leeds Trinity University College is an independent higher education institution offering foundation, undergraduate and postgraduate degrees in a range of subjects including Business, Education, Humanities, Journalism, Media, Psychology and Sport. Formerly Leeds Trinity & All Saints, the institution attained University College status in September 2009, following the granting by the Privy Council of Taught Degree Awarding Powers.

Leeds Trinity's Centre for Journalism has an enviable reputation for vocational training, industry-relevant studies and cutting edge academic research. Postgraduate Journalism programmes at Leeds Trinity University College are industry-accredited and have been impressively successful in providing a very high level of vocational training and enhanced employment prospects for graduates.

All degrees involve a professional placement for students to extend their experience and explore their career aspirations.  With around 3000 students studying for full and part-time degrees Leeds Trinity retains a community atmosphere which provides a supportive and friendly environment to help people realise their full potential.
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