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Leeds Trinity pulls in big names in journalism

Leeds Trinity University College confirmed its position as one to the top providers of journalism education when the editor of The Guardian and the boss of BBC news spoke at the end of a prestigious Journalism Week.

‘Be flexible, curious, tenacious, energetic, consume the media and be yourself,’ was the advice given to trainee journalists by Director of BBC News Helen Boaden.  Helen also strongly defended the license fee as the guarantor of BBC independence.

Alan Rusbridger, Editor-in-Chief of The Guardian, gave insights into the changing world of the media and the role played by the public in shaping stories and how they developed, or what he called the “mutual newspaper”. 
Illustrating his talk with a range of examples from online media, social networking sites and newspapers, Alan said, “We are moving from a world where journalists didn’t like contact with their audience, to a period of experimentation with mutualisation”. 

“The balance is changing – we can report on what people are interested in not what we think they should be interested in. This should lead to better journalism as it will enable us to get at the truth more quickly.”

The event was the culmination of Leeds Trinity’s Journalism Week, which brought some leading names from the media onto campus to give students a unique insight into the workings of the news media and current trends in the industry.

Faith Wilkinson, studying for a postgraduate diploma in Broadcast Journalism at Leeds Trinity, said, “It has made me think about the future of journalism, how we fit into that and what skills we need. We have enjoyed talks this week from a range of high profile figures, learning about journalism on the ground from the reporters’ perspective to the strategic issues facing their bosses.” 

As well as staff and journalism trainees from Leeds Trinity, in the audience were twenty sixth formers visiting the campus as part of the Bradford Aimhigher project, which works to raise the aspirations of young people to enter higher education.

Jordan Brown, from Greenhead High School in Keighley, said, “The talk has inspired me - I was already thinking of journalism as a career and this has opened my mind to the different types of journalism involved and the options to consider.”

Notes to editors

Leeds Trinity University College is an independent higher education institution offering foundation, undergraduate and postgraduate degrees in a range of subjects including Business, Education, Humanities, Journalism, Media, Psychology and Sport. Formerly Leeds Trinity & All Saints, the institution attained University College status in September 2009, following the granting by the Privy Council of Taught Degree Awarding Powers.

Leeds Trinity's Centre for Journalism has an enviable reputation for vocational training, industry-relevant studies and cutting edge academic research. Postgraduate Journalism programmes at Leeds Trinity University College are industry-accredited and have been impressively successful in providing a very high level of vocational training and enhanced employment prospects for graduates.

All degrees involve a professional placement for students to extend their experience and explore their career aspirations.  With around 3000 students studying for full and part-time degrees Leeds Trinity retains a community atmosphere which provides a supportive and friendly environment to help people realise their full potential.
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