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Leeds Trinity Glasto poet goes international

If you’re a Glastonbury regular there’s every chance you may have seen Leeds Trinity University College’s Paul Hardwick performing his poetry and as part of a folk music duo.

But this year’s Glastonbury weekend sees Paul, who is a reader in English, take on a very different role, this time in the town of Nijmegen in the Netherlands. Paul will be presenting to scholars from across the the globe at the IXth Misericordia international colloquium. His presentation will focus on the representation of owls in the middle ages.

He says: “Owls are often thought of these days as wise. But in the middle ages they had all sorts of meanings and were sometimes used to represent sinners. My paper will focus on drawing out the subtleties of their symbolic significance in the middle ages.” 

Paul’s visit to the Netherlands comes hot on the heels of his poetry and folk music performances at the Beverley Folk Festival on 18-20 June. He has also recently returned from a visiting professorship in Michigan in the US, which gave him the opportunity to perform his work to American audiences.

“My trip to the Netherlands is more academic than the others,” says Paul. “Really, I’m a frustrated musician with a pretty bad singing voice, so performing my poetry offers me the opportunity to put some music into my words.”
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