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Leading media figures become Honorary Fellows

Guardian editor Alan Rusbridger and BBC News Director Helen Boaden have been named Honorary Fellows of Leeds Trinity University College.

The appointments reflect the growing status of Leeds Trinity as a centre of excellence for journalism training and their appointment coincides with a month of live broadcasts by Leeds Trinity postgraduate journalism trainees.

New Fellow Alan Rusbridger has been editor of the Guardian since 1995, first joining the paper in 1979 as a reporter. This year has seen the Guardian moving into new territory with the launch of Guardian Local in three cities, including Leeds. The experimental project is taking a more local approach to news gathering, providing a voice for local communities.

Helen Boaden has previously worked with Radio Aire and Radio Leeds and took up her current position as Director, BBC News in September 2004. Her illustrious career has seen her winning the coveted Sony award twice for her work and she was Controller of Radio 4 when it received the Sony Gold Award for Radio Station of the Year in 2003 and 2004. 

Leeds Trinity’s Principal Freda Bridge says: “We are delighted that Alan Rusbridger and Helen Boaden have accepted our invitation to become Honorary Fellows of Leeds Trinity University College. The invitation is in recognition of their pioneering contribution to journalism, and reflects our own status as providers of the next generation of journalists.”

The announcement of the new Fellows comes during a month long live broadcast on Bradford Community Radio by Leeds Trinity postgraduate students. During June and early July, students will deliver live bulletins on the hour, every hour between 8am and 6pm. Trainees source, write and generate their own interview material, giving them a taste of what it’s like to work in a broadcast environment.
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Notes to editors

Leeds Trinity University College is an independent higher education institution offering foundation, undergraduate and postgraduate degrees in a range of subjects including Business, Education, Humanities, Journalism, Media, Psychology and Sport. Formerly Leeds Trinity & All Saints, the institution attained University College status in September 2009, following the granting by the Privy Council of Taught Degree Awarding Powers.

All degrees involve a professional placement for students to extend their experience and explore their career aspirations.  With around 3000 students studying for full and part-time degrees Leeds Trinity retains a community atmosphere which provides a supportive and friendly environment to help people realise their full potential.
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