[image: image1.jpg]| eeds Trinity
University College




Leeds Trinity University College

Brownberrie Lane • Horsforth • Leeds • LS18 5HD • UK
Tel: +44 (0)113 283 7100 • Fax: +44 (0)113 283 7200

www.leedstrinity.ac.uk

Media Release

15 April 2010
Dress designer’s business plan has the competition sewn up 

A keen dressmaker’s dream of making a living from her hobby has moved a step closer to reality after her pitch scooped first prize in the Leeds Trinity University College Business Start up Competition.

Gemma Islip combines a full-time job in HR with studying part-time at Leeds Trinity for a Psychology degree, yet still found time to plan “Stitched and Hitched”, a bespoke design service for the wedding market. She plans to launch in summer 2010, focussing initially on bridesmaids’ wear.

The “Dragons’ Den” style competition was the culmination of a ten week Masterclass led by Leeds Trinity’s business experts to equip would-be entrepreneurs with the skills they need to see their ideas through.

Gemma said, “Having done the Masterclass I now feel that I can make my ideas happen. Each week’s session focussed on a different aspect of starting up a business, which breaks down the process step by step and makes it seem achievable.”

“Thanks to the course I also now know where to go for further advice, such as Business Link and the mentors at Leeds Trinity who are willing to share their expertise.”

Runner up was Stephen Bannister with his business “Conditioned”, which provides specialized fitness training in speed, agility and quickness for individuals and teams. Stephen will begin trading on graduating from his Sport, Health, Exercise and Nutrition degree this year. 
Third prize was won by second year students, Andrew Campbell, Ross Hathaway and Jamie Lenthall for their film production business JAR productions, which has been trading for six months.
The judges were Emma Roberts, Associate Principal Lecturer at Leeds Trinity, and Richard Cockell from Saxton Partners. They were joined by two Leeds Trinity alumni - Richard Hayden from Rejuvenate Productions and Jordan Dudley from Dudley Child Executive Recruitment.
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Notes to editors

Leeds Trinity University College is an independent higher education institution offering foundation, undergraduate and postgraduate degrees in a range of subjects including Business, Education, Humanities, Journalism, Media, Psychology and Sport. Formerly Leeds Trinity & All Saints, the institution attained University College status in September 2009, following the granting by the Privy Council of Taught Degree Awarding Powers.

All degrees involve a professional placement for students to extend their experience and explore their career aspirations.  With around 3000 students studying for full and part-time degrees Leeds Trinity retains a community atmosphere which provides a supportive and friendly environment to help people realise their full potential.
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Image: Gemma receives her cheque for £300 from Phil Williams, Enterprise Officer at Leeds Trinity.
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