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African adventure for Leeds Trinity students

Seventeen students on education courses at Leeds Trinity University College have just returned from a work placement with a difference - an eye-opening two-week trip to The Gambia. 

The students spent time in a ‘lower basic’ school for 7 to 13 year olds – these are schools with no electricity, few books and little equipment. Using the knowledge and skills gained from the their degree courses at Leeds Trinity, the students decorated the bare walls of two classrooms with literacy and numeracy visuals and spent time playing with and getting to know the children. 

Primary Education degree student, Sarah Pritchard, says: “The teachers guided us in what they wanted but they were also happy for us to be creative. We came away with two very bright and cheerful classrooms, which we’re all very proud of.”

This is the second year that students from Leeds Trinity have made the journey to The Gambia, gaining valuable work experience as well as seeing first-hand the educational challenges faced by children in the developing world. The visit was facilitated by the charity Friends of Gambian Schools (FROGS), but the students paid their own travel costs and living expenses, raising additional funds through a car wash, gig night and bun sale. 

Head of Primary Education at Leeds Trinity, Sarah Trussler, who organised the trip, says: “This is a demanding placement for the students. The work is intensive and draining, but extremely rewarding. The students work very hard to finance the trip and are determined to make sure the Gambian children benefit from their visit, both immediately and in the future. I hope that we can continue to develop the links we’ve established between Leeds Trinity and The Gambia.”

The students are also confident that their visit has made a positive difference to the lives of the children. “We’ve each sponsored a child, which will pay for their education and uniform every year, and we’ll certainly keep in touch with their progress – it’ll be great to see their future development, says Sarah Pritchard. “Although we’ve just returned home, it was such an amazing experience that we’re already planning to go back again next year after we’ve graduated.”
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Notes to editors

Leeds Trinity University College is an independent higher education institution offering foundation, undergraduate and postgraduate degrees in a range of subjects including Business, Education, Humanities, Journalism, Media, Psychology and Sport. Formerly Leeds Trinity & All Saints, the institution attained University College status in September 2009, following the granting by the Privy Council of Taught Degree Awarding Powers.

All degrees involve a professional placement for students to extend their experience and explore their career aspirations.  With around 3000 students studying for full and part-time degrees Leeds Trinity retains a community atmosphere which provides a supportive and friendly environment to help people realise their full potential.
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