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A life in social work helps Leeds Trinity academic find hope for our children

A former social worker, now a senior academic at Leeds Trinity University College, has sounded a note of optimism following recent tragic cases of child abuse and death.

Andy Lloyd, Head of the Centre for Children, Young People and Families at Leeds Trinity, delivered the Centre’s first annual lecture on 28 January, to an audience of students and staff, and children’s services professionals from across the region.

The lecture, entitled From James to Peter: Finding hope in a generation of tragedy explored tragic episodes from the murder of James Bulger to the Baby P case, and considered the policy changes that these events brought about as well as the complex issue of whether there is a crisis in childhood today.

Looking with hope to the future, Andy concluded, “Child and family welfare professionals deserve our admiration and thanks – they do an immensely challenging job with energy, innovation and real skill. 

“Being a child in today’s world presents many challenges to them. As adults it is our responsibility to help them meet these challenges and overcome them. Simplistic demonisation of children helps no-one.

“But there is hope; we need to restore the proper place of value based social welfare work. Many of the people here tonight are doing just that; they understand the importance of values and the centrality of the child. It is all of our jobs to support and encourage them.” 

The audience departed inspired and encouraged by what they had heard. Graham Jarvis, Associate Principal Lecturer in Primary Education at Leeds Trinity, said, “It was a superb and thought provoking lecture, taking a common sense approach that puts children at the heart of society. Andy found the positive in what could have been a most depressing subject.”

The future generation of social workers were equally impressed with what they had heard. Sadie Corfield, on her first year of a BA in Early Years, said, “Andy is inspiring to listen to and makes me even more determined to work in the children’s services environment. Hearing him talk of his experiences as a social worker I think that could well be the career for me.”

Natalie Conte, first year student on the BA Childhood and Youth and Early Years, said, “It was good to hear the positive side of the situation after all the negative media reporting. I have always wanted to be a social worker and now I’ve heard Andy speak, I’m sure that it will be a way to make a real difference.”
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Notes to editors

Leeds Trinity University College is an independent higher education institution offering undergraduate and postgraduate degrees in a range of subjects including Business, Education, Humanities, Journalism, Media, Psychology and Sport. Formerly Leeds Trinity & All Saints, the institution attained University College status in September 2009, following the granting by the Privy Council of Taught Degree Awarding Powers.

All degrees involve a professional placement for students to extend their experience and explore their career aspirations.  With around 3000 students studying for full and part-time degrees Leeds Trinity retains a community atmosphere which provides a supportive and friendly environment to help people realise their full potential.
The Centre for Children, Young People and Families offers undergraduate degrees in the subject areas of childhood and youth, early years, education studies, and supporting young people, children and families, with single and joint honours available. Work-based learning degree programmes are also offered in these areas.

The Centre’s foundation degrees include Addressing Additional Needs, Early Years, Playwork, and Supporting Learning. Postgraduate qualifications are also offered, as well as short courses and professional development programmes.
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